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CHAMIZAL PROJECT 


Remarks of President Johnson and President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz of Mexico 
at the Inauguration of the President Adolfo Lopez Mateos Channel. 
December 13, 1968 


PRESIDENT JOHNSON. President Diaz Ordaz, Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, Senator 
Mansfield, distinguished Members of the Congress, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 


_ About a year ago, two signatures were placed on a declaration in 
Spanish and English in the City of Juarez. 

The international boundary between Mexico and the United States 
was changed. 

It was changed without a shot being fired, without the massing of 
troops on frontiers, without an exchange of threats through respective 
embassies. 

The course of a historic river was to be permanently altered. 

The Chamizal—symbol of contention for more than 100 years—was 
returned to Mexico. It was no small accomplishment. 

Credit for it must go to hundreds of dedicated Mexicans and Ameri- 
cans who labored long for many years to achieve it. 


It must go particularly to President Adolfo Lépez Mateos, with 
whom I first discussed this project as far back as 1958 and after whom 
the new Rio Grande Channel is deservedly named, and for whose im- 
proved health we all pray, and to the farsighted and the beloved late 
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, who gave a new urgency to the settle- 
ment of this old dispute. 


These men were determined to seek justice for both of their coun- 
tries. They believed that nations, like men, must not be trapped by the 
ideologies or the events of the past. 


They had the courage to believe that there are few problems between 


reasonable nations which cannot be solved—no matter how complicated, 
no matter how emotional or sanctified by age. 


So, for 4 long years now, I have worked with my dear friend, and the 


friend of all of the citizens of my country, the most distinguished President 
of Mexico, Gustavo Diaz Ordaz, to complete the Chamizal story. 
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We believe that we have worked out together a fair and a just solu- 
tion, and we have worked it out in peace. 

“Respect for the rights of others is peace,” said Benito Juarez. Peace 
is also sharing the burdens of hemispheric leadership. Peace is mutual 
respect for the unique national and cultural identity of other peoples. 

I told my daughter only yesterday that my wish for my grandson was 
that he would learn to speak Spanish as he learned to speak English. And 
I believe he understands a little more Spanish today than he does English. 

Peace is the free commerce of men and ideas and goods across 
borders. 

The finest thing I know to say about both countries, and both Presi- 
dents, and both peoples is that as we sit here today we have no armies 
patrolling our borders. We have confidence in each other and we have 
peace with one another. 

Peace is the active development of physical resources and human 
potential. The International Boundary and Water Commission has shown 
us in concrete terms how peace and understanding can bring about eco- 
nomic, social, and educational development. 

The magnificent works along this river are eloquent testimony to the 
Commission’s success. 

Land has been redeveloped. 

New bridges have been built—including the impressive structure on 
which we gather here today. 

An unpredictable river has been converted into a controlled source of 
water—water for irrigation, water for electric power, water for recrea- 
tion—for Mexicans and Americans alike. 

To insure that the movement of men and ideas and goods will con- 
tinue between our two countries in the border areas, President Diaz Ordaz 
and I agreed to create the United States-Mexico Commission for Border 
Development and Friendship 2 years ago, during my happy visit to your 
capital, Mexico City. 

Long after our words of today are gone and forgotten, something 
more important is going to endure—channels between men, bridges be- 
tween cultures, border commissions which link the human values that 
Mexico and America hold dear. 

These, my friends, will never pass away if we are true to our heritage. 

Together, we have shown that borders between nations are not just 
lines across which men shake their fists in anger. They are also lines across 
which men may clasp hands in common purpose and friendship—and 
throughout our periods of respective service, no head of state, no leader 
of any nation has worked closer, cooperated better, or extended the 
hand of friendship more than the most distinguished President of 
Mexico, and we are all grateful for it. 

In the years to come, Mr. President, the American people are going 
to demonstrate to you and your people that we are worthy of your trust and 
your confidence and we are going to return the hand of friendship that you 
have extended all the time to us. 

Gracias, amigos 


PRESIDENT D1az Orpaz: President and Mrs. Johnson, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


President and Mrs. Johnson, I wish to extend, in the name of the 
people of Mexico, a cordial greeting to the people of the United States 
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and to reiterate the warm and increasingly deep friendship that unites 
our peoples and our countries. 

I also wish to tell you, President and Mrs. Johnson, that the hand of 
friendship extended a little over 4 years ago at your Texas ranch was the 
hand of friendship of a Mexican man and woman who consider loyalty 
above all else when they offer their friendship. Again we meet at a place 
that was, as you have just said, Mr. President, a symbol of dispute, and 
which is now a symbol of understanding and friendship. For that change 
to come about, it was necessary, as you said, for many men from our two 
countries to work actively with a broad vision of the future and a pro- 
found knowledge of our two peoples in settling that longstanding dispute 
and converting it into an abiding symbol of peaceful solutions. 

President Benito Juarez lived in one of the most dangerous, most diffi- 
cult periods in Mexican history, when a very small part of Mexican terri- 
tory had been removed by changes in the channel of the Rio Grande; as 
a result, steps were taken to file a claim to have that land duly returned 
to us. 

After many efforts to no avail, the voice of Lyndon Baines Johnson 
was raised in the United States Senate approximately 14 years ago, ask- 
ing that the solution of the Chamizal problem, a thorn in the relations 
between Mexico and the United States, be accelerated. 

A few years later, in Mexico City, during the visit of President John 
F. Kennedy to our country, Adolfo Lépez Mateos again brought up the 
matter, and the two men resolved to recommend to their associates that 
an immediate effort be undertaken to find a solution to the problem. 

And later, President Johnson and I discussed the final points in order 
that we might come to today’s ceremony. 

The boundary was changed without irritating words in embassies, 
without threats or troop movements, as you stated, Mr. President, because 
the work of many men had been effective, and those men had not thought 
of annoying words or offensive actions; rather they had applied a much 
more effective means of action, that is, law. 

As soon as man began to live in society, he invented a system of rules 
of general conduct for the benefit of all, which have demonstrated 
throughout history that they are capable, by their moral power and, at 
times, by the coercive force of the penalties they establish, of solving dis- 
putes among men in the best possible manner. These rules are called law. 

We all know this, but from time to time we endeavor to set aside 
these rules of conduct that lead to peaceful, fruitful solutions and apply 
other means that, quite naturally, produce results that are akin to the 
means used. 

The use of law to solve the problem of the Chamizal is also produc- 
ing fruitful results. The construction of the imposing Amistad Dam to 
make these waters, that previously were only a source of problems for the 
two nations and the people living along the banks of the river, produce 
electric power and render the land they irrigate fertile. 

The first months of 1969 will see the completion of the work we are 
doing also on the course of the Rio Grande at a place called El Morrillo, 
to solve a problem of salinity that Mexican waters were causing in United 
States lands. 

As the bed of this river was nearly ruined during the disaster at the 
end of 1967, another piece of Mexican territory was detached and formed 
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the bank known as Los Indios. With the application of the same prin- 
ciples that had been applied to solve the Chamizal problem, this land was 
returned to us immediately; thus, we did not have to wait another 100 
years. 


I hope that in a few months we shall be able to conclude a bilateral 
agreement to solve, with similar legal treatment, the problem which some- 
times arises and which is much like the problem of the banks that form 
in the river, that is to say, the islands that this river leaves in changing 
its course. 


When disputes are solved by law, not only does the solution bring 
peace of mind to those involved in the dispute, but also one of the finest 
manifestations of human relations—friendship. 


You gave us an example of that friendship a little more than a year 
ago, Mr. President, when you were good enough to accept the suggestion 
that the new course of the Rio Grande, determined by the agreement 
putting an end to the Chamizal problem, should bear the name of an 
illustrious Mexican President, Adolfo Lépez Mateos. 

Many places in the United States still bear the Spanish names given 
them long ago, but since October 28 of last year, a small strip of territory 
in your country—that is, the part of the river bed that lies north of the 
boundary—has borne the name of that distinguished Mexican. And for 
us, it will always be a symbol of friendly cooperation that you decided to 
give this name to the new part of the bed of the Rio Grande, and we shall 
always be grateful for it. 

Mr. President, we seem to be in competition. Just as your grandson is 
learning to speak Spanish, my grandson is learning to speak English. 

I speak very bad English, only a few words and with terrible pronun- 
ciation. And when he hears me say something in English, he immediately 
corrects me, because his pronunciation is very good. 


A little more than a year ago, Mr. President, in this same area, we 
vowed to make every effort in our power, not to hamper, but rather to 
improve the friendship of our peoples. 

I should like to invite you to join with me in renewing that pledge 
in order that we may continue doing everything possible so that men, 
women, children, and old people on both sides of this new river bed may 
always live in increasingly cordial friendship; and so that when the chil- 
dren of today, the grandchildren of millions of Americans and Mexicans, 
our grandchildren, are grown and assume responsibility for their coun- 
tries, they may come together anywhere on our common border to speak 
in friendship and make plans for the benefit of all. 

My closing words are to renew the friendly wishes of the Mexican 
people for the American people, for the great and noble people of the 
United States, and to repeat to you, President and Mrs. Johnson, that the 
hand of friendship extended to you on the LBJ Ranch in Texas a little 
over 4 years ago, was offered not only to the President of the United 
States, but also to the man, Lyndon Baines Johnson, and the woman, 
Claudia Alta Taylor Johnson. 


NOTE: President Johnson spoke at 11:53 a.m., m.s.t., at the Paso del Norte Street 
Bridge in El Paso, Texas. President Diaz Ordaz spoke in the Spanish language. Follow- 
ing their remarks, the two Presidents crossed the bridge to the west side where they 


pushed buttons setting off a dynamite blast on the holding dam, permitting the water 
to flow into the channel. 
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Luncheon With President Diaz Ordaz 


of Mexico 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Johnson and 
President Diaz Ordaz Following the Inauguration of 
the President Adolfo Lopez Mateos Channel. 
December 13, 1968 


Tue Preswent. President and Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, Senator 
Mansfield, Senator Yarborough, Senator Anderson, Sena- 
tor Montoya, Members of the House of Representatives 
and the Congress of both of our Republics, most dis- 
tinguished members of the judiciary, and my fellow 
Americans: 


This is probably the last time that I shall meet you as 
President of the United States. 

But it will not be our last visit together. 

For my friendships in Texas, and my career in public 
life, have been linked with Mexico and its citizens and 
its leaders. 

You and your countrymen hold a very special place 
in my heart. 

Almost 40 years ago, I taught in a little school at 
Cotulla, where many of the students were Americans of 
Mexican heritage. I learned a good many lessons in life 
from these students. 

I learned that differences in language and culture, and 
where you were born, were not important if you had the 
same dreams of promise and fulfillment. 

In the past 4 years I have learned even more about 
Mexico—its proud and energetic and talented people. We 
have been blessed by a very close personal and professional 
relationship with a farsighted leader, President Gustavo 
Diaz Ordaz. 

Because of our friendship and our common trust, a 
number of problems between Mexico and the United 
States have already been resolved. 

When I look at President Diaz Ordaz, when I consider 
the closeness of our families, when I look at all our friends 
at these tables, I am reminded of the priceless advantage 
that the United States has in sharing a 2,000-mile unfor- 
tified border with a hospitable, stable, and staunchly in- 
dependent Mexico. 


Mexico and the United States are linked by a common 
border. 


We are linked by a personal philosophy of individual 
freedom and worth. 


We are linked by the ideals of both the Mexican and 
the American Revolutions. 


And we are linked more and more by common 
projects. 

In 1958 when I met with former President Lépez 
Mateos, prior to his inauguration, at his request, in 
Mexico—whose restored good health we never cease 
hoping for—we discussed a number of very important 
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matters that we hoped Mexico and the United States 
someday could undertake together. 

We agreed that a concentrated attack ought to be made 
on the persistent problem of the screwworm with its dam- 
aging effects on livestock in Mexico and in the American 
Southwest. 

Well, enormous progress has been made during the 
last 10 years in our two countries’ common efforts to 
eradicate that cattle disease. The battle is not yet won 
totally, but I hope in my day to see that parasite com- 
pletely eliminated from both nations. And I am going to 
continue my strong personal interest in this problem which 
afflicts both Mexico and the United States. 

We discussed ways to increase substantially the ex- 
change between our two nations, the exchange of our 
legislators, of our students, of our teachers, of our pro- 
fessors, and visits of people between our two countries. 
That hope was fulfilled beyond our expectations as both 
private and government exchange programs between our 
two nations have reached new dimensions. 

Our distinguished majority leader has been present at 
these discussions, as have other Members of the Senate 
and House, and Senator Mansfield, a great leader of the 
United States, has been present at eight meetings of our 
Congressmen of the two Republics. 

We planned for the building of dams on our rivers and 
controlling the great water resources which we share as 
neighboring countries. 

That, too, will have come to pass with the completion of 
the great dams, such as Amistad and Falcon. 

And we spoke of the Chamizal. We expressed our ear- 
nest hopes that one day that age-old problem would be 
resolved by sitting down together and working out a just 
solution that would be beneficial to both Mexico and the 
United States. And that, too, has happened. 

Along the Rio Grande this morning we saw the new 
channel that is named for the illustrious former President, 
Lopez Mateos, which now fixes the course of that historic 
river, and land that was once disputed is returned to the 
jurisdiction of Mexico. 

A century-old dispute has been ended, but the common 
projects which involve men and minds and rivers and 
dams must never be ended. 

In the reaches of space, Mexico helps to track the orbits 
of America’s Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo space mis- 
sions. Millions of tourists cross our borders both ways each 
year. 

The strength of your peso adds to the stability of our 
dollar. And together we fight crop disease and animal 
plague. 

Each year trade between our two nations continues to 
grow. We must continue to seek out new projects which 
require the cooperation between our energetic and grow- 
ing nations. For in such cooperation lies the key to a new 
era of development for all of us. 

I said this morning that a border need not be a line 
across which people shake their fists. It can be, instead, 
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a line across which men may clasp their hands in common 
purpose and friendship. 

I am delighted to say today that President Diaz Ordaz 
and I have tried very, very hard, and I think somewhat 
successfully, to do just that for 4 years. 

We have tried to be, and I think we have been, good 
neighbors for each other. We have allied ourselves for 
progress. We have helped and supported each other in 
every way we knew how, whenever we knew what the 
need was. 


Now, conscious of the rich contributions of each country 
to the well-being of the other country, I ask all of you 
to rise and join me in toasting His Excellency, our great 
friend, the President of the Republic of Mexico, Gustavo 
Diaz Ordaz, his lovely wife, his family, and most of all, 
the beloved Mexican people. 


PreswwENT Diaz Orpvaz: Mr. President and Lady Bird, 
which I think, as an old friend, I may be permitted to call 
you, ladies and gentlemen: 


A little over 4 years ago, just after the elections in Mex- 
ico, I received an invitation from President Johnson, not 
to attend a cold, formal ceremony, but to enjoy for 2 days 
the warmth of his home and his cordial friendship. After- 
wards we met at the border between our two countries 
to inspect the work on the Amistad Dam being built over 
the Rio Grande. There also, as at your ranch, I had the 
opportunity to talk to you, to analyze and study various 
problems and questions of concern to our two countries, 
and to plan solutions to many of them, which, fortunately, 
we have been able to carry out gradually in the course of 
the years. 

In a very different atmosphere we again met at Punta 
de Este, Uruguay, to combine our efforts with those of 
the other Presidents of the American Republics to accel- 
erate the development of our countries and bring pros- 
perity to our peoples as soon as possible. 

A little later, in October of last year, I had the great 
privilege and honor of enjoying once more the hospitality 
of President and Mrs. Johnson and the American people 
in Washington, where I had an unusually cordial and 
friendly contact with the United States Congress and with 
many of its Members, That trip culminated at El Chami- 
zal, when the distinguished President of the United States 
actually turned over the land known as El] Chamizal, 
which had been a source of friction between us for so 
many years. 

A year ago, nature was not very kind to this region of 
our two countries. During the ceremony, there was a wind 
of almost hurricane force, which made me think that if 
that piece of our country had once been taken away by 
the Rio Grande when its waters rose, perhaps now that it 
was being returned to us, we might not have it very long, 
because, to use the title of the motion picture, it might be 
“Gone With the Wind” and thus be brought back to this 
side. 
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And now we are here in this place again, not to discuss 
problems or plan joint solutions, but to renew vows of 
friendship and common efforts, and to express, in another 
personal meeting, our now longstanding friendship. 

Now nature has been kind, and has given us a lovely 
day. President Johnson very generously told me that the 
good weather had come from Mexico. And I, applying 
the basic principles of Mexican policy of equitable treat- 
ment of all peoples, told him that the United States 
brought half and we Mexicans contributed the other half. 


Perhaps this enumeration of the meetings the Presidents 
of these two nations have had has seemed rather long to 
you but I wished to remind you of them at this time and 
publicly to thank this extraordinary President of the 
United States for the spirit of understanding and friend- 
ship with which he has always listened to our problems 
and the way in which he has always seen, in each of our 
meetings, the possibility of friendly, peaceful, and con- 
structive solutions. And I wanted to do this, not only in 
my name and that of Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, but also in the 
name of my entire people, because the questions we dis- 
cussed were not matters of concern to Mrs. Diaz Ordaz 
and me personally. The matters that we were seeking to 
solve, some of which we have solved, affected the Mexican 
people, some of them very deeply. 

In this connection, I have purposely left to the last a 
mention of the opportunity I had to talk to President 
Johnson in our capital, when he did us the honor of visit- 
ing us, because, in addition to the conversations, he had 
occasion to see, to feel, to witness the enthusiasm of: the 
Mexican people who filled the streets and avenues to over- 
flowing to shake hands with the President of the United 
States. 

The public usually thinks that these conversations are 
easy and simple, but that is not true. President Johnson 
is responsible for looking out for the interests of his country 
and his fellow countrymen. And it is my patriotic mission 
to look out for everything relating to Mexico to the best 
of my ability. Sometimes our viewpoints and our interests 
are conflicting, and it is very difficult to overcome the 
obstacles, but that is precisely where the challenge lies: 
that is, to use our imagination and to find formulas that, 
while allowing us to defend our own interests with cour- 
age, enable us to find solutions that can satisfy both sides. 
My friend, President Johnson, and I have been able, by 
applying our most earnest efforts and good will, to achieve 
a great deal. 

And so, thank you, Mr. President, for the effort you 
have made, for your patience in listening to me, for your 
good will, the actions you have taken which have enabled 
us, without betraying—which neither of us would have 
done—the flag entrusted to each of us—that permitted us, 
I repeat, in many cases to find suitable solutions to com- 
mon problems or problems which appeared to be dia- 
metrically opposed to each other and which, when all was 
said and done, turned out to be beneficial to both peoples. 
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Thanks also for the extraordinary attention you have 
devoted, first to setting up, and later to the operation and 
development of that body which may prove to be a pilot 
organization, known as the United States-Mexico Com- 
mission for Border Development and Friendship—an 
organization in which we have placed high hopes, from 
which we are beginning to reap the first fruits, and which 
we hope will have a long and productive life and will 
bring a closer spiritual relationship between the people 
living on our long border, making them cordial channels 
of communication between our citizens. 

You have crossed the border several times to visit our 
country, always on business and with official commit- 
ments. We now very cordially repeat the invitation that 
you visit us for pleasure. You will not be received with 
the ceremony that the high office you have held requires, 
but with the same cordial hospitality by the Mexicans in 
general and by my wife and myself, your friends. 

As a memento of that visit you made to Mexico City, 
there is in one of its beautiful parks a magnificent statue 
of one of the most representative figures of the people of 
the United States—Abraham Lincoln. We have tried to 
reciprocate that friendly gesture by giving the city of 
Washington a statue of the great Mexican President, 
Benito Juarez. 

That statue, soon to be unveiled, was selected with deep 
affection, and a copy made of an old original statue of 
President Juarez, which is on the top of Cerro del Portin 
in the capital of the State of Oaxaca, his native state. We 
wanted it to have the value added by time and we wanted 
it to come precisely from his native land. This hero of the 
Americas is seen with his classic features of a Zapotec 
Indian, the penetrating look of one who sees into the fu- 
ture, his feet firmly planted on the soil of Oaxaca, so 
firmly that they appear to be roots deeply penetrating 
that soil, his left hand resting on a book containing the 
Reform Laws, a key body of laws in our history. Wearing 
a Spanish-style cape, tied in front, on top of his coat, the 
right hand raised, the index finger pointing toward the 
infinite, indicating, surely, how Mexico extracts from its 
roots the rich sources that give it life and that will nourish 
a constant desire to strive for the progress and well-being 
of its people. 

It is our hope that this statue may symbolize in Wash- 
ington the presence of the independent Mexican, who 
defends his rights, but in conformity with the Juarez doc- 
trine of respect for the rights of others; who is prepared 
to contribute his effort to joint labors that can redound to 
the common benefit of the two peoples; and who upholds, 
along with the fundamental principles of his people, two 
standards which Juarez defended unceasingly as long as 
he lived—that of Mexico and that of democracy. 

I shall close, because I am becoming an egotist. The 
definition of an egotist is one who talks so much about 
himself that he does not let me talk about myself. And I 
have been talking—as was logical and natural—about 
those who have not acted for themselves, but to carry out 
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important, sacred duties of their peoples—that is, the 
Presidents of our two countries. 

I wish to express my fervent, sincere wishes for the 
prosperity, freedom, and peace of the people of the United 
States and for the personal happiness of President and 
Lady Bird Johnson. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m., m.s.t., at the Paso del 
Norte Hotel in El Paso, Texas. President Diaz Ordaz spoke in the 
Spanish language. 


Austin Oaks Housing Project 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Project. December 14, 1968 


Chairman Erwin, Congressman Pickle, Congressman Pat- 
man, Chancellor Ransom, and distinguished members 
of the university regents, reverend clergy, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


In 1938, under President Roosevelt’s administration, 
we rolled up our sleeves and pledged our people that we 
were going to remake America by trying to make avail- 
able to every family a house that they could own, and 
what a wonderful goal that was, and what a wonderful 
achievement it could have been. 

We started it here in Austin, Texas—the first housing 
project under the Slum Clearance Act in 1938. The first 
allotment was made to Austin, Texas. 

We built the project at the lowest cost of any project 
anywhere in the Nation. The rentals for the inhabitants 
of those housing projects were the lowest rentals anywhere 
in the Nation. 

We just thought we had really done something big. 
But I cannot think of any action that I have ever taken 
in public life—and I have taken a good many that gener- 
ated opposition—that generated more than that first 
project. 

The City Council voted to create the Housing Author- 
ity and I got on the train and started back to Washing- 
ton very contented. I got to Texarkana and the train 
stopped. They called me off. It was the Mayor, and he 
said, “You had better get back to Austin. Mr. Gillis has 
changed his mind, and this vote of three to two is changed 
to three to two the other way, and we don’t have a housing 
project any more.” 

So I came back down. I went to Radio Station KNOW 
and asked them if they would let me talk to the people of 
Austin, and they graciously gave me the time. 

I talked about O. Henry describing this beautiful city 
under the violet crown here in Austin. Then I pictured 
housing conditions two or three blocks from Congress Ave- 
nue and two or three blocks from the Driskill Hotel, where 
a family of eight or ten were living in one room 20’ by 25’ 
or 30’, and 110 people were drinking out of one hydrant 
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in a central place, all of them using an outdoor toilet in 
the center of the capital, of the city under the violet crown. 

I asked anyone who objected to the housing project, 
or who didn’t understand it, to come to the courthouse 
and we would explain it. 

The next night I went up there and I had to get the 
Sheriff's Office and the Police Department to get me up 
to the rail. It was running over. We had an overflow 
crowd. Nearly everyone in town was opposed to it. 

Finally, men like Mr. Perry and Colonel Eilers and 
others came to my rescue and with a strong mayor’s leader- 
ship, we launched the first project. Since then we have 
built 34 million homes in America. 

We have partially remedied the conditions that existed, 
but you only have to pick up the morning paper and look 
at any campus in the country or look at any city in the 
land or look at any tenant farmer or any poor man’s rural 
home to see that our housing is still totally inadequate. 

So, 1 am so happy that this city on which the Nation 
cast its spotlight 30 years ago and again today, under the 
leadership of a very progressive university’s regents and 
administration, with the cooperation of a very progres- 
sive city, would attempt to bring to the public attention 
a project of this kind. 

I have signed more than 500 major measures as a 
Member of Congress and perhaps in a century from now 
10 of those measures will be remembered as outstanding. 
If I were to look back upon the 10 measures that I know 
have been passed in the 183 years of our Government, I 
would list the Housing Act of 1968 as one of the 10 most 
important. 

Yet we have never been able to dramatize and to bring 
to the attention of the people of this country that this act 
even exists, much less let them know of the benefits that 
will flow from it. This act provides the machinery and the 
inducements and the incentives to build, not in the next 
30 years, but in the next 10 years 26 million housing units. 
That is an average of about 2,600,000 a year. That is 
the goal. 

In 30 years we have built 34 million. So we have been 
building about 1 million per year. We are almost tripling 
what we have been doing and we are going to have to do 
this if we face up to the problem that confronts America. 

I don’t want to get into a lot of statistics, but our big 
problem is this: When a man wants to have a house he 
goes out and by the time he gets his plans and his lot 
and he gets his contract and the house built, it is already 
about three times more than he can pay for, particularly 
if he is a poor man. So, the poor men just don’t get the 
houses built for them. 

We have tried to take the folks whom I have seen living 
in one room and using outdoor plumbing and outdoor 
water—a family where all the family, father, mother, six 
or seven children, and usually their grandpa or grandma 
were with them, all in one room—where they pay $35, 
$40, and sometimes $50 a month and provide a small 
but livable house, most of them had about as much 
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square feet in them as the home most of us were born in. 
Some have more than the one I was born in. 

I wanted to build these homes at a cost where the 
individual who is buying it for his family can pay $25 
or $30 a month. If we can do that by mass production; 
if we can do that by modernizing our building techniques; 
if we can do that with proper credit programs such as 
Congressman Patman has been fighting for all of his life— 
then we can truly have homeownership for every Ameri- 
can family, although we have not done so in 30 years. 

We started here and we have failed. Because we have 
failed we have all the restlessness and the disorder in the 
cities because people who cannot eat in a decent place, 
cannot sleep in a decent place, and cannot grow up in 
a decent place are just not going to be decent citizens 
when they get out a lot of times. 

I think one of the number one problems in this coun- 
try is being able to build a home that is within the means 
of an average family and the poorest families among us. 
That is what we are trying to do here. If we succeed in 
our objective in the next 10 years, we will build 400 cities 
the size of Austin. They will not all be houses like this, but 
this is just to try to reach the very bottom, low-income 
group. 

When I became President there were a lot of things 
that I wanted to do. Some of them have been done. Far 
too many remain to be done. We have not been able to 
get to them. 

I said the other day—and I hope those who heard me 
will forgive me for repeating—that my goals were simple 
ones. I wanted a house for every family, and I wanted 
food for every family. I wanted schools for every family. 
I wanted health for every family. I wanted those families 
to be able to have all of those things in an environment 
that was conducive to producing good citizens. 

They are all short four- or five-letter words, and tne 
most important of all of them is peace, p-e-a-c-e, food, 
f-o-o-d, health, h-e-a-l-t-h, house, h-o-u-s-e, and school, 
s-c-h-o-o-l. 

We have 20 million people above 65 enjoying Medi- 
care. We have 17 millon people under 12 or 13 enjoying 
elementary school aid. We are now trying to build 26 mil- 
lion homes. How well we will do, we will have to see dur- 
ing the next 10 years, but this is the beginning. 

The person who has talked to me through the years 
more about a home that poor people can afford than any 
other, is Jake Pickle. He is going to be there, I hope, the 
next 10 years to see that what we have here in Austin, we 
have all over the Tenth District and all over America, 
and if we could have it all over the world, we would not 
have to send our men away to fight as we are doing now. 

I have talked longer than I wanted to talk. Iam thank- 
ful to the City Council, the State Government, the uni- 
versity particularly, and the Congressmen who made this 
possible. 

Do you know under this housing bill we will spend $1 
trillion—the lowest estimate is $879 billion—to build 
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homes in the next 10 years? But all of that money can be 
paid back, with interest, if we can find the formula to 
build a house that doesn’t cost too much, so the average 
American can afford to pay for it. 

I found out 34 years ago that the thing that every 
woman in this country wants more than anything else, 
in a material way, is a house that she has title to, or hopes 
to get title to. 


I fought it off for 10 or 15 years, but the time came 
when I got moved out into our own home, and I have 
been thankful ever since. It is just such a wonderful thing 
for us that I just wish that every family in America could 
have the same pleasures that are ours, and that is what we 
are working for. 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m., c.s.t., at the site of the 
housing project in Austin, Texas. 


Railway Labor Dispute 


Statement by the President Upon Receiving Report of 
Emergency Board No. 172 Investigating the Dispute 
Between Trainmen and Companies. 

December 14, 1968 


I have received the report of Emergency Board No. 
172. I established this Board on November 6, 1968, under 
the National Railway Labor Act, to investigate the dispute 
between the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen and the 
Louisville & Nashville, Chicago Belt, and Illinois Cen- 
tral Railroads. 


Under the National Railway Labor Act, the parties are 
not free to strike for an additional 30 days. 


During this period, I urge the Brotherhood and the 
railway management to use every effort to resolve their 
differences through the free process of collective 
bargaining. 

NOTE: The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


The White House Press Office also made available the following 
information on the Board: 


Emergency Board No. 172 today recommended to President 
Johnson that three railroads and the Brotherhood of Railroad Train- 
men “immediately resume negotiations on their respective properties 
in a conscientious attempt to resolve . . .” their disputes over the 
number of conductors and brakemen to be used on train crews. 


Appointment of the Emergency Board on November 6 ended a 
101-day strike against the Belt Railway Company of Chicago and 
a one-day stoppage of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad. The ap- 


pointment also postponed any strike against the Illinois Central 
Railroad. 


The Board members—Monsignor George G. Higgins, Chairman, 
and Byron R. Abernethy and A. Langley Coffey—concluded after 
extensive examination of the hearing record “That the parties have 
not, as the Railway Labor Act contemplates . . . bargained respon- 
sibly and creatively in a conscientious attempt to resolve these 
disputes for themselves.” 


The Board pointed out that 85 of the Nation’s major railroads 
and switching and terminal companies or their divisions had ad- 
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justed and settled their own crew consist disputes without outside 
intervention at the time the Board’s hearings were held. 

The Emergency Board set forth in its report eight suggestions to 
assist the carriers and the Brotherhood in their negotiations. 


National Health Resources Advisory 
Committee and National Advisory 
Committee on the Selection of 
Physicians, Dentists, and Allied 
Specialists 


Announcement of the Combined Membership of 
the Committees. December 15, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the appointment 
of the combined membership to the National Health Re- 
sources Advisory Committee and the National Advisory 
Committee on the Selection of Physicians, Dentists, and 
Allied Specialists. 


Under Executive Order No. 11415 of June 24, 1968, 
the President combined the membership of these two 
separate committees. The following 12 people have been 
appointed : 


James C. Cain, M.D., Chairman, The Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minn. 

Wituiam R. Wittarp, M.D., Vice Chairman, Lexington, Ky. 

Truman G. Biocker, Jr., M.D., University of Texas Medical 
School, Galveston, Texas 

Dorotuy Cornetius, R.N., Reynoldsburg, Ohio 

PrincHAs N. Devere (optometrist), Morgantown, N.C. 

Date Dopson (osteopath), Northfield, Minn. 

Lioyp C. Exram, M.D., Nashville, Tenn. 

Avucust H. GrorescHet, M.D., New York City 

DanieLt A. Cotuns, D.D.S., University of California Medical 
School, San Francisco, Calif. 

Georce P. Hacer, Ph. D. (pharmacist), Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Atvin A. Price, D.V.M., College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas 
A&M College, College Station, Texas 

Joun H. Venasie, M.D., Atlanta, Ga. 

NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


For Executive Order 11415 reconstituting the committees, see 
4 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 1003. 


Wright Brothers Day, 1968 
Proclamation 3883. December 16, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Sixty-five years ago, two bicycle makers—two amaz- 
ingly inventive and persevering young brothers from 
Ohio—made four flights in one day with a machine 
that was heavier than air and propelled by motor. 
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Their first journey was shorter than the floor of the 
giant C—5 cargo ship that was test flown earlier this year. 
But those brief flights, in the sand hill area outside Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina, on December 17, 1903, launched 
the air age. They changed mankind’s way of life. 

Orville and Wilbur Wright gave their names to history. 
Through their determination to master the secret of 
flight, they symbolized American ingenuity and courage. 
It is fitting that we should commemorate their achieve- 
ment, as we enjoy the tremendous advances in convenient 
travel that have evolved from it. 

To this end, the Congress by a joint resolution ap- 
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402), has designated 
the seventeenth day of December of each year as Wright 
Brothers Day, and has requested the President to issue 
annually a proclamation inviting the people of the United 
States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby call upon 
the people of this Nation, and their local and national gov- 
ernment officials, to observe Wright Brothers Day, Decem- 
ber 17, 1968, with appropriate ceremonies and activities, 
both to recall the accomplishments of the Wright Brothers 
and to provide a stimulus to aviation in this country and 
throughout the world. 

In Wrrness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this sixteenth day of December, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-third. 

Lynvon B. JoHNSON 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 5:04 p.m., 
December 16, 1968] 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 21st Tactical Air 
Support Squadron, United States Air Force. 
December 16, 1968 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 21st Tactical Air Support Squadron, 
United States Air Force, for extraordinary gallantry in 
action against hostile forces in Southeast Asia, from 2 Feb- 
ruary 1966 to 28 February 1967. 

The citation credited the members of the Squadron 
with contributing substantially to the containment or de- 
feat of the enemy, the success of major operations, and 
the saving of countless American and allied lives. 

Forward Air Controllers, despite adverse weather and 
intense gunfire, continuously flew their unarmed, single- 
engine aircraft deep into enemy territory over rugged, 
mountainous terrain and impenetrable jungle to accom- 
plish their mission objectives. 
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The citation follows: 


“CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL Unit CITATION 
TO THE 
21st Tactica, Am Support SQUADRON 


The 21st Tactical Air Support Squadron, Pacific Air 
Forces, distinguished itself by extraordinary gallantry in 
connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force in Southeast Asia, from 2 February 1966 to 
28 February 1967. During this period, the exemplary 
courage, superb airmanship and dedication to mission ac- 
complishment displayed by the members of the 21st Tac- 
tical Air Support Squadron contributed significantly to 
the success of major military operations, containment or 
defeat of the enemy, and the saving of countless Ameri- 
can and allied lives. The personnel of this Squadron have 
consistently accomplished their missions by flying their 
unarmed aircraft at low altitudes and through extremely 
hostile fire to direct friendly air strikes and provide cover 
for tactical, resupply, and medical evacuation operations. 
The extraordinary heroism displayed by this Squadron 
in carrying out its mission has been unique and note- 
worthy. By their gallantry and untiring devotion to duty, 
the personnel of the 21st Tactical Air Support Squadron 
have reflected the highest credit upon themselves and the 
United States Air Force.” 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 460th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Wing, Pacific Air Forces. 


December 16, 1968 


President Johnson today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 
Pacific Air Forces. 

The citation is for extraordinary gallantry in connection 
with military operations against a hostile armed force in 
Southeast Asia, from 18 February 1966 to 30 June 1967. 

Many missions were flown in the face of one of the most 
effective air defense systems ever confronted by U.S. com- 
bat crews. 

The 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, through 
the employment of several types of reconnaissance systems, 
and with the use of four types of aircraft, provided recon- 
naissance and surveillance information vital to field 
commanders. 

The citation follows: 


“CrraTion To ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL Unit CITATION 
TO THE 
460TH TacticaL RECONNAISSANCE WING 
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The 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, Pacific Air 
Forces, distinguished itself by extraordinary gallantry in 
connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force in Southeast Asia, from 18 February 1966 
to 30 June 1967. During this period, the members of 
the 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing provided re- 
connaissance information to component commanders and 
higher headquarters on the strength, disposition, move- 
ment, and activity of friendly and hostile forces. Operating 
under extremely difficult and dangerous conditions, and 
against an enemy air defense system that was expanding 
and daily becoming more complex and deadly, aircrews 
of the 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing accomplished 
their arduous missions in an outstanding manner. Their 
exemplary performance made a major contribution to 
the United States Air Force tactical reconnaissance pro- 
gram in Southeast Asia. The extraordinary heroism and 
professionalism consistently displayed by the Wing’s air- 
crews were matched by a similarly superb performance 
from the Wing’s maintenance personnel. By their profes- 
sionalism and untiring devotion to duty, personnel of the 
460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing upheld the high- 
est standards of performance and traditions of the mili- 
tary service and reflected great credit upon themselves and 
the United States Air Force.” 
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Christmas Tree Lighting 
in Nulato, Alaska 


Statement by Press Secretary George Christian on the 
President’s Action Lighting the Tree. 
December 16, 1968 


When the President lights the National Christmas 
Tree today he will also, through radio control, be lighting 
a tree in a remote Eskimo village in Alaska. 

The village is Nulato, located on Hooper Bay on the 
Bering Sea. Nulato is the first of 59 Alaskan villages des- 
tined to receive central station electric service under a new 
project sponsored by the REA, OEO, the Labor Depart- 
ment, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the State of Alaska, 
and the villages themselves. 

These villages are generally very poor. In many of them, 
over 80 percent of the population is dependent on welfare 
assistance. For them, the coming of electricity means hope 
for economic development and improved living conditions. 


The entire project is to be completed in 1970. 





THE PAGEANT OF PEACE CEREMONY 


The President’s Remarks Before Lighting the National Community Christmas 


Tree. December 16, 1968 


Cardinal O’Boyle, Secretary Udall, Mr. Carr, Mr. Dalton, Senator Moss, 
Mayor Washington, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


For the sixth—and last—time, I have come to light this Christmas 


tree in the Nation’s Capital. 


My prayer now, as it has been in each of these other Decembers, is 
for peace and reconciliation abroad, justice and tranquility at home. 


This prayer is not easily answered in the world in which we live. Dur- 





ing the past 5 years, we have had to act with other nations to preserve the 
possibility of freedom for those threatened by totalitarian power—to pre- 
serve the dream in Asia and Latin America and elsewhere of how men 
might work, in cooperation with their neighbors, to lift the great burdens 
of poverty, ignorance, hunger, and disease. 


Our next President will also face many difficult challenges in inter- 
national affairs. He deserves the support of all of us in helping him to meet 
those challenges. I hope—and I believe—that what America has done in 
the past few years will strengthen his ability to meet his responsibilities 
to America and to the world. 


For, here at home, too, we have had to preserve a dream: to work 


day and night to close the gap between promise and reality, so that all 
would have equal opportunity to fulfill the talents that God granted 
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them—and to do so in an environment which protected the rights of all, 
including the right to expect that the law will be obeyed by everyone 
among us. 

We cannot say that we have triumphed in this endeavor. But we have 
begun—at long last. 

Problems remain for the new President and the new administration. 
But I sense that there is coming now in our land an understanding of how 
much can be done if we will only, all of us, work together, and how much 
can be lost if men look to violence and confrontation as the answer to 
frustration and injustice. 

At this moment of Christmas, we Americans join our prayers with 
all our human brothers, in a spirit of hope. We pray for an early and 
durable settlement of the war that has called many brave young men to 
duty far from our shores and who cannot be in their homes this Christmas. 
In the hour of the Prince of Peace, we pray for them, for ourselves, and for 


all our fellows on this earth. 


I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas—and a full New Year of 


both peace and happiness. 


.NOTE: The President spoke at 5:48 p.m. just before lighting the National Community 
Christmas Tree at the Pageant of Peace ceremonies on the Ellipse. His remarks were 


broadcast on radio and television. 








Le 


Postal Service 


The President’s Remarks to Postal Workers Upon 
Accepting the Service’s Honor Award. 
December 17, 1968 


Postmaster General Watson, members of your staff, rep- 
resentatives of the Postal Organization, and employees: 


I don’t suppose there is really any gracious way to 
respond to such a thoughtful thing, other than to just 


say that I am very grateful, and I thank all of you very 
much. 


I know that in the years ahead I will treasure this won- 
derful album. Those stamps will reflect the history of that 
period. That has been a period forward, just as the future 
is going to be. 

I am not the stamp collector that President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt was. But each one of these stamps during 
this period of 31 years is going to have a very special 
meaning for me, just as each of you employees has a 
special meaning for me. 

I know that some 5 million men and women—not quite 
that many, but 41% to 5 million—that are associated with 
our Government in civilian and military capacities fail 
to recognize sometimes just how much they mean to the 
President and how much they mean to the country. 


I was talking to my two daughters, one yesterday, who 


has just spent 5 wonderful days with her Marine husband 
in Southeast Asia, and the other one, who came back a 


couple of weeks ago from spending 5 days with her Airman 
First Class husband, who was on R&R in Honolulu. 

They talked about the brilliant leadership that our 
Government had given them in the form of General 
Abrams and subordinate officers. They talked about the 
fine implements that they had been furnished to do their 
job, whether it was a helicopter or a plane or a weapon, 
and so forth. 

They talked about the excellent food that they had and 
how important that was to their morale, particularly when 
they were out away from home. 

One of them said that he had gone for a 26 day period 
with a third of a meal a day. But that third was good 
enough that it kept him going. What a tribute that was 
to the civilian and military men that support our flag 
wherever it is. 

But both of them said to me that the thing that meant 
more than anything else was their mail. They can’t eat 
the letters, but they sure can survive on them, and they 
can’t survive without them. 

The fact that those letters come through in 3 and 4 and 
5 days from the remotest rice paddy, or jungle—in South 
Vietnam back home, and from here out there—is a 
tribute to each of you. 

I am so proud that your leader, the Postmaster General, 
has brought very special gifts of talent and devotion to the 
management of this Department. I have a peculiar and 
special affection for him and great appreciation of his 
abilities. 
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But for the remarkable job that each employee does 
from the youngest to the oldest, I have special thanks. 

What you are doing is being felt in many areas—in 
mechanization, in modernization, and in construction. 
But I think the thing that I appreciate more in the last 
few months than anything I have observed, and which I 
wish I could do more about—that is why I am here—is to 
come over and look the postal people straight in the eye 
and say, “Your country cares. We appreciate you. And 
we thank you.” 

General Watson has gone to 48 of the 50 States. He has 
gone into those post offices that haven’t been visited and 
those people who haven’t been noticed and those indi- 
viduals who haven’t been rewarded, and he has told them 
that we do care. 

When 750,000 people realize the service they are per- 
forming, it does make a difference in the morale and it 
does make a difference in their work. 

So, what I wanted to do this morning is not to take an 
album home. I didn’t know about it. I accepted sometime 
ago to come and tell you—three-quarters of a million 
people—just as I have told the assistants who work with 
me, the telephone operators, and the people who make up 
the White House Police—how wonderful you have been. 

You read about all the problems of the Presidency and 
about the delicate decisions that he has had to make. Well, 
I will tell you, the Presidency is the most wonderful institu- 
tion in the world and it is an assignment like which there 
is no other in the world. 

Every President we have had, I am convinced, came to 
that office not on a platform of doing what is wrong, but 
on a platform of doing the best he could, and most of them 
have done well. All you have to do is to look at our country 
and our Government and compare it with the progress 
made in other governments. 


The reason they have done well, though, is the career, 
the dedicated, the loyal public servant, who without fan- 
fare or acclaim, came to work each morning on time, and 
stayed there through the day until his or her job was done. 

I know that this is a very special time of year for you. 
You have so many problems trying to get our packages 
and trying to get our letters to our loved ones. I know there 
are a lot of irritants and frustrations. 

But from one person who came to Washington 38 years 
ago, and who for many years has studied and legislated on 
your problems, I wanted to say that the Nation thanks 
you, is grateful to you, and your President is very, very 
proud of the postal service and is, for that matter, proud of 
all the employees of this wonderful Federal Government. 

Thank you very much. 





Marvin said that on this award are listed some of the 
things that we have done through the years for the postal 
servants. Knowing Marvin as I do, and knowing some of 
the representatives of your unions as I do, I didn’t take 
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time to read them. I am going to do that in the quiet calm- 
ness of the Pedernales River a little later. 


I am going to get out of here right quick before you 
present me with a list of things yet to do. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the Departmental 
Auditorium. 

The award cited the President for “his outstanding accomplish- 
ments in behalf of the United States Post Office Department, the 
postal employees of America, and the mail using public.” Prior to 
the President’s remarks, Postmaster General W. Marvin Watson pre- 
sented him with an album containing all the stamps issued since 


President Johnson first came to Washington as a Member of Congress 
in 1937. 


Negro Presidential Appointees 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception Given in 
His Honor. December 17, 1968 


Justice Marshall, Secretary Weaver, Chairman Alexan- 
der, my dear friend, Louis Martin, ladies and gentlemen: 


I am so grateful to all of you, and not just for this 
presentation, though I shall treasure it, but because 
all of the young people who will come to the University 
of Texas Public Affairs School will have a chance to gaze 
upon it. 

I am grateful, more importantly, for what you have 
done to prove what I have always believed—that ability, 
judgment, and loyalty are individual matters and they 
are not the special province of a single race or class. 

What you have done for this country of ours—what 
you are doing for it now—is proof that the democratic 
idea is right. In this instance, I mean democratic with a 
little “d.” 

You, and thousands like you throughout the country, 
have broken the old stereotype. You have made our social 
system much freer—much more open, much more vital. 

You in this room tonight are the vanguard. But behind 
you there are millions of your fellow citizens who are 
proud that a Negro-American is a Justice on the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, that a Negro-American 
sits in the President’s Cabinet, that Negroes are operating 
great programs, that they are leading aggressive com- 
missions, that they are speaking for the President of the 
United States abroad, and they are directing the affairs 
of the capital of their country in the Capital City of 
Washington. 

Yet, many of these same Americans—these millions 
who are so proud about these other things—they can- 
not get a decent job and they cannot care for their own 
families. Pride doesn’t feed them. 

I am proud to have had a role in matching many of 
you with great public responsibilities. I am glad that in 
the Johnson administration America began to attend to 
some of this urgent but long neglected business. 
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I deeply—deeply—regret that there are still millions 
and millions and millions locked in poverty, locked in on 
ill-paying jobs, locked out of America’s promise. 

Some of those millions—especially the young—want 
a place in this prosperous democracy that they just cannot 
find. Some of them feel that their only course is to attack 
the institutions of this society and all who lead it, includ- 
ing some of the great men on this platform. 

How those institutions and leaders respond to them 
in the next few years is going to have a lot to say about 
the quality of life in America 5 years from now or 10 years 
from now. 

If we turn a deaf ear to them, or if we try to patronize 
them, or if we simply try to suppress their impatience and 
deny its causes, then we are not going to solve anything. 

All we are going to do, I think, is just compound our 
troubles. We cannot yield to mindless rage and destroy- 
ing violence, but neither can we afford one single moment 
of complacency so long as there is hunger, so long as 
there is ignorance, and so long as there is joblessness 
among millions of our people. 

Your appointments to high office, of course, gave me 
great personal satisfaction, but actually, they were only 
the very bare beginning. The real task and the real 
achievements lie ahead. I commend them to you in con- 
fidence and in hope. 

As I stood here this evening, my heart was throbbing 
with great gratitude to those of you who thought enough 
about me to want to come here tonight. 

I saw a good many things in the eyes and the counte- 
nances of the people out there in front. I saw more faith 
and more hope and more vision than I see in a good many 
places I go. 

If they think you are naive, so be it. If they think you 
are so trusting, so be it. My mind went back to the days 
many, many years ago when a great lawyer was berated 
and betrayed and vilified because he came to the Univer- 
sity of Texas to handle the Sweatt case at that great in- 
stitution, and carried it to the Supreme Court of the 
United States so a Negro could go to college in this 
country. 

I am so happy that we were able to take that same 
Negro lawyer and make him the Solicitor General of the 
land, and make him the Justice of the Supreme Court. 

I sat in the Cabinet Room just a few months ago— 
not too many months ago—with 36 people present, and 
we talked about the great problem we had in this coun- 
try of housing. In over 30 years we have built 34 million 
homes. If we are to make it at all, we ought to build 26 
million homes in the next 10 years—that is two million 
and six compared to less than a million a year in the past 
30 years. 


But the question was, are we going to build segregated 
homes. The question was, could every person in this coun- 
try, if he had the money, live where he wanted to live, buy 
a house if he could pay for it, and where he wanted to 
buy it. 
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This is no criticism of the vision of those men. Some of 
them didn’t say anything. Some of them said, “Mr. Presi- 
dent, let’s don’t get around to this now. You sign the 
Executive order here and let’s make some dashes.” 

I said, “No, I am not going to deal with this piecemeal. 
This is going to be a national commitment. It may be a 
long time before we ever get this to be the law of the land. 
But we will never get it to law unless we try. If you want 
to go with me and stay with me’’—as they said in my 
country—‘go with old Ben Milam.” He said, “Who will 
go with old Ben Milam?” I said, “If you want to go with 
me, then let’s send the message to the Congress and let’s 
ask them for equality in our country—equality in 
housing.” 

I remember one strong, loud voice that said, “Yes, we 
can do that and we will do it. It will go.” I had great 
respect for him. It was Clarence Mitchell. He is here. He 
doesn’t have the highest title in the room, but he had torn 
down my door up there more when I was there. 

In a matter of months, I am confident of the other 34— 
as a matter of fact, I certainly didn’t think we could get 
it that soon. I doubt that anybody thought we could get 
it at all, and I am not sure that Clarence thought so, 
though we tried. All of us put our shoulder to the wheel. It 
is now the law of the land. 

I was reading my wife’s diary when I thought that she 
was downstairs. She was talking about the parade and 
the picketing out in front of the White House on March 7, 
1965, in the days of Selma. 

She was talking about the problems we faced. Then she 
talked about the message that I sent up—I took up— 
on the Voter’s Rights Act, that someone—Justice Mar- 
shall—was kind enough to mention.* 


She said, “There my husband was, stretched out on 
the bed, at 7:45 in the evening, and poor Jack Valenti 
was distraught. He was bringing in page after page of 
that speech as it came out of the typewriter, and he was 
practically redoing each page. 

“He had to be in front of the cameras for the Nation 
and the Congress at 9 o’clock.” She said, “Finally, when 
he got down to the point of one page, he said, ‘Just tear 
that one up. I don’t want any of it. I want you to say 
this: and then I looked into the eyes of those Mexican 
students that I taught back at Cotulla many years ago; 
poor Mexican children who had fear in their eyes all 
the time and want in their eyes. They didn’t know why 
people didn’t like them, but they just felt like they didn’t. 

** *T swore then and there that if I ever had a chance to 
help those underprivileged I was going to do it. 

“ ‘Little did it ever occur to me in 1928—40 years ago— 
teaching the Mexican children at Cotulla, whose fathers 
didn’t have an income of $500 a year, that I would ever 
be President of the United States and be in any position 
to help them.’ ” 


*See “Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965,” Item 107. 
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But then I said to the Congress: “Gentlemen, I want 
to let you in on a secret. I am President of the United 
States and I am going to use the polls, and the popularity 
is not good for anything unless you use it. I am going to 
spend all the power I possess or can get, to right that 
wrong and do something about it.” 

I recommended the Voter’s Rights Act. When I got to 
dictating that little paragraph, Mrs. Johnson says in her 
diary, she looked at poor Jack Valenti and said he was 
pale. I looked at the clock and had just about 20 minutes 
to get there. We got there. We didn’t get it on the tele- 
prompter. That was not important. We did get it on the 
statute books. 

Throughout this land last November, that action was 
reflected in the highways and the byways and the pre- 
cincts of this Nation. It was reflected where it counts. 
Maybe it didn’t elect the President. But it elected the 
sheriffs, the Representatives, the Senators and it has 
begun already to elect a lot of people where it counts, 
where that power is, and in the places where people 
used to come in and tip their hat and bow and stoop. 

They walk in now with their chin up, their chest out 
and they mark their ballot in accordance with their own 
conscience. 

I asked the Attorney General the other day to tell me 
about the election and how it worked. He said, ““We had 
over 600 observers out all over this land—tless than 3 years 
after that act was passed—and we went to the worst 
places. We went where we thought we were bound to see 
intimidation and violations.” He said, “Those 600 ob- 
servers that went out have been unable to find one man 
to prosecute because it is a pretty accepted fact that Ne- 
groes can vote in this country.” 

So if that can happen in 3 years—oh, think about what 
a marvelous future we have got ahead of us if we will 
just use our time—not abide it, but use it. 

There is one thing finally that I want to tell you. It 
gladdened my heart. I am not going back to retire. I am 
going back to go to work just where I left off. 

One thing I am going to work on is trying to prepare 
young men and young women to lead their fellow citi- 
zens to do what I am doing, and what Justice Marshall 
is doing, what Secretary Weaver is doing, what Louis 
Martin and Cliff Alexander are doing, what George 
Weaver, Andy Brimmer and the rest of them are doing. 
We are going to try to turn out from the 50 States of the 
Union students from the colleges that give bachelor’s de- 
grees. We are going to look at all of those graduates. 


We are going to try to find the best Negro students 
that come out of that college who have any interest in 
public affairs. We are going to try to find the best Mexi- 
can students who come out of that college. We are going 
to weight it a little bit because they have been under- 
weighted all of these years. They need the leadership. 
They are shortest on leadership. 

That is going to be at the institution where Herman 
Sweatt was enrolled. 
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I went to New York the other night—one of the men 
I admire a great deal asked me to come up there—Mr. 
Whitney Young. 

When I walked in, he was talking. He wanted to save 
my time and get on with his speech so I wouldn’t have to 
wait. He said that the Urban League and its supporters 
had decided that they wanted to raise $100,000—they had 
raised $100,000—and they were going to commit that 
to the Lyndon Johnson Public Affairs School at the Uni- 
versity of Texas where the dean and the appropriate of- 
ficials could select the outstanding Negro student—black 
student—in this country to come there and enroll. 


He would be paid $5,000 a year, so he could get a 
master’s degree in governmental affairs—if he desires, a 
Ph. D. in governmental affairs. 


If I have anything to do with it, he is going to learn how 
to spell pragmatic and realist. That made me so proud 
that in just a decade or so, Justice Marshall could leave 
the campus at the University and go up to that big white 
building on the Hill and Mr. Whitney Young could be 
sending back one of the outstanding young persons in this 
country to specialize in public affairs. 


So I am going to be working at that. I hope that I will 
have a good many years of active life. But if we have 10, 
we will turn loose 2,000 of them on the country. And if 
they can get in as much trouble as I have gotten in and if 
they can cause the fourth estate as many problems as I 
have—all of you will be busy. But what is important is 
that we recognize that we have got a long, long, long row. 

There are going to be a lot of tired and bloody feet. 
We have just taken a step or two. You are just about like 
my little grandson over there. You just learned to mold a 
few words. You are just learning to walk. 

The people who are kind enough to record what I say 
from time to time have heard this so many times. But it is 
so apropos of conditions in our country and in the world 
where people are trying to stay resigned to the status quo, 
that I want to tell this story again. 

In the latter days of World War II, a temperance group 
of elderly ladies called on Prime Minister Churchill to 
complain about his drinking habits. They were very 
sincere women. 

They said, “Mr. Prime Minister, we are informed that 
if all of the alcohol you have consumed during World 
War II could be emptied into this room at one time it 
would come up to about here”—and more than halfway 
to the ceiling of the room. 

The Prime Minister deliberated. He looked at the floor. 
He looked at the ceiling. In his Chesterfield manner, he 
looked at the little lady and he said, “My dear little lady, 
so little have I done, so much I have yet to do.” 

So it is a nice thing for us to congratulate ourselves that 
we have the first Negro on the Supreme Court, the first 
Negro in the Cabinet, the first Negro on the Federal Re- 
serve Board, the first Negro Ambassador and just dozens 
and dozens of positions of great responsibility. 
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But we waste our time and we defraud ourselves if we 
spend much thought looking back on what has already 
been accomplished. 

Unless and until every child born in this country has 
an equal opportunity to the food that is necessary to sus- 
tain him, to the roof that will protect him from the in- 
clement weather, to a job that will permit him to live in 
dignity and decency, to an education that will make the 
most of whatever talents he may have—he has the right 
to all the education he or she can take—and until he has 
health treatment where he will not have to have a guard- 
ian to look after him and nurse over him, he can be a use- 
ful, protective citizen, in Mr. Churchill’s words “we have 
much yet to do.” 

So I say let us not look back upon what we have done. 
It is infinitesimal. It doesn’t amount to anything. It is a 
good thing to just kind of pep us up and show us what can 
be done. If there is a will, there is a way. 

But as I said about Lyn Nugent, he has just taken his 
first two or three steps. 

Senator Yarborough called me the other day and said 
that he had heard down at the Astrodome that some- 
body in Time Magazine had written that I was coming 
back to Texas to run against him for the Senate in 1970 
and that he had said that that is what he expected to 
happen. 

I was startled. First, I hadn’t read Time. It gets to me 
early in the White House, but it takes a little longer to 
get to Johnson City. I hadn’t read it. But I didn’t know 
how to comment. 

He said that he hadn’t said that and he wanted me 
to know that I shouldn’t pay any attention to it. He 
couldn’t understand how it happened. 

I said, “I will tell you how it happened. They saw Lyn 
Nugent there today with me at the Astrodome when we 
walked out there. He is 16 months old. He is getting ready 
for you, Senator. He is going to take you on when he can 
qualify under the Constitution which will be 28 years 
and 8 months from now—to be United States Senator.” 

So during that 28 years and 8 months, I trust before 
Lyn Nugent comes here, that we will have most of these 
big problems behind us. 

I came over tonight with one of my dear friends. His 
name is Preston Bruce. He was born a year after I was 
born. He has been in the White House serving faithfully 
many, many Presidents. I had a chance to appoint his son- 
in-law, Judge Pryor, to the Court of General Sessions not 
long ago. I am so proud of him. 

Outside of my wife and my family, that give me great 
comfort in moments of need, this great American gentle- 
man, Preston Bruce has kept me going. I wanted him to 
come here and be with me on this occasion and take a 
little pride in it. 

Before I close, I want to say something else. When I 
came into office I thought that I was a trustee for Presi- 
dent Kennedy. He had asked me to go on the ticket. He 
had fallen. 
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I thought I should try to pick up where he left off and 
put through his program. We put it through. We put it 
on the books. I took his Cabinet as I found it. I didn’t 
change one. I took his commitments as I understood 
them and carried them all out—personal, jobs, legisla- 
tively, and otherwise. 

You heard a lot about the Democratic Committee. But 
we had Mr. Bailey and Margaret Price over there. I took 
them, too. Both of them had been pretty rough on me in 
Los Angeles in 1960. Most people didn’t understand that 
a President wouldn’t sweep clean with a new broom. 

But I thought I was kind of acting as a trustee and I 
had an obligation to do that. I found that those people 
were faithful to me and worked for me as they did for 
President Kennedy. 

But I think the most merited tribute that I can pay to 
any man, one who has not held any official office in this 
administration, but who has been one of the wisest and 
the most tireless counselors I have had when he is not on 
the golf course—he is a fighter for social justice, and he is 
a practical man of public affairs. On behalf of every man 
and woman in this room, and every black man and woman 
and boy and girl in this land and in the world, I think we 
ought to be very proud of Louis Martin. 

I would like to talk all night. But I have talked too long 
and I must go on back to my desk. I just want to say this: 
I don’t know what trouble Louis is going to get into. He 
got me into a good deal. But you have heard about the 
difficulties of the administration, you have heard about 
the people who abuse your own confidence, and you have 
heard about the lack of qualifications of a lot of people. 

This has been talked about to all of you. But if the 
Good Lord is willing and I can live another 30 days to go 
out of this office as it is—you look at these hundreds of 
employees that I have put here from the Supreme Court 
to the Federal Reserve, from the Equal Employment 
Opportunity to the Cabinet, from the Secretary of Labor 
to the National Labor Relations Board, and you look at 
that long list that runs into hundreds and you will not 
find one that ever abused the President’s confidence or 
ever betrayed him or ever brought any blush of shame 
to his cheek. 

That is an improvement over what he had in the past. 
So I just hope all of you will bear that in mind and will 
help the new President any way you can to make this a 
more equal country, a better country, and a more pros- 
perous country. . 

I used to sit over in the EOB in the early days of the 
1960’s with Marjorie Lawson. She was trying to guide me 
and help me on finding employment for Negroes. I don’t 
know how long Louis Martin will survive with an inde- 
pendent editorial policy, under the change in administra- 
tions in this country. 

He would survive all right if I were still here. When he 
goes out and goes to speak his mind, I don’t know how 
long he is going to survive. But I have talked to Marjorie. 
I have talked to Cliff Alexander, the Chairman of the 
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Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and they 
have assured me that they will be on the lookout for a job 
for Louis and see that he has equal opportunity. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:04 p.m. in the Federal City Club 
at the Sheraton-Carlton Hotel. Prior to his remarks, the President 


was presented with a desk set inscribed “To President Johnson in 
deep appreciation from the Negro officials you appointed.” 


The Budget 


Statement by the President Announcing an Expected 
Surplus for Fiscal Year 1969. December 19, 1968 


I am pleased to report that on the basis of present esti- 
mates, the Federal budget will show a small surplus in 
fiscal year 1969. 

This is a substantial further improvement over the $5 
billion deficit previously estimated in the Summer Budget 
Review. 

The achievement of a surplus is based on two major 
developments: 

The stringent expenditure limitations instituted this 
summer are being rigidly enforced, so that I am confident 
that the level of expenditures for the fiscal year are being 
and can be held to the figure of $184.4 billion projected 
in the Summer Budget Review. 

Revenues are running substantially above earlier projec- 
tions. 

In the current economic setting, the move toward a 
surplus is both appropriate and desirable. 

It is needed to curb excessive pressures of demand. 

It will make a major contribution to the long-term 
health of the Nation’s financial markets. 


I hope it will be possible to submit a budget in January 
which will continue this small surplus. 


In the five budgets covering the period that I have been 
President, the Government will have: 


—lInvested $774 billion for programs to improve the 
lives of our citizens and to protect the Nation’s secu- 
rity. Sixty percent of the budget increases during the 
period were in domestic areas. 

—Received $737 billion in revenues to fund these 
activities. 

The total deficit over this period is estimated at $37 
billion. That deficit, however, is more than offset by the 
$40 billion in lower taxes returned to American families 
and corporations during this period under the lower tax 
rates which we secured shortly after I became President. 
This includes the tax surcharge enacted this year. 

If we consider excise and income taxes (and exclude 
$25 billion in increased social security taxes paid into trust 
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funds), the following result obtains: $65 billion in lower 
taxes returned during this period under the lower rates 
we secured in early 1964. This $65 billion in lower taxes 
is 75 percent more than the total combined deficit of $37 
billion. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Medical Center, where the President was being treated for a 
respiratory illness. 


Norman Thomas 


Statement by the President. December 19, 1968 

With the passing of Norman Thomas, America loses 
one of its most eloquent speakers, finest writers, and most 
creative thinkers. 

Mr. Thomas was once asked what he considered to be 
his greatest achievements. With characteristic modesty, he 
replied, “To live to be my age and feel that one has kept 
the faith, or tried to . . . to be able to sleep at night with 
reasonable satisfaction.” 

Norman Thomas kept the faith. He was a humane and 
courageous man who lived to see many of the causes he 
championed become the law of the land. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 


Release of Americans Detained 
in Cambodia 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
December 19, 1968 


The President is delighted that Prince Sihanouk has 
agreed to release the 12 Americans who have been de- 
tained in Cambodia. He greatly appreciates the excellent 
treatment which has been accorded the men from the 
LCU 1577 since their detention, and the medical care 
given the wounded helicopter crewman who has been 
in Cambodian custody since November 28. The other 
11 have been in custody since their landing craft en- 
tered Cambodian waters on July 17. 

This Government believes that the release of the men 
will contribute significantly to improvement in the at- 


mosphere of relations between Cambodia and the United 
States. 


NOTE: The statement was read by Press Secretary George Christian 
at his news conference at 11:28 a.m. on Thursday, December 19, 
at Bethesda Naval Medical Center. It was not made public in the 
form of a White House press release. 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to U.S.S. Kitty Hawk 
(CVA-63) and Attack Carrier Air Wing Eleven 
(CVW-I1). December 20, 1968 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to U.S.S. Kitty Hawk (CVA-63) for extraordi- 
nary achievement while participating in combat opera- 
tions in Southeast Asia in support of United States na- 
tional policy during the period 23 December 1967 to 1 
June 1968. 

U.S.S. Kitty Hawk (CVA-63) was cited for its out- 
standing performance of duty in continuously overcom- 
ing determined enemy defenses and hazardous weather 
conditions to project aggressive, effective naval air power 
against significant military targets in North Vietnam, 
thereby inflicting extensive damage and destruction upon 
the enemy. 

The Citation follows: 


The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the PRESIDENTIAL Unit CiTATION to 


USS Kirry Hawk (CVA-63) 
AND 
ATtrack Carrier Air Winco ELeven (CVW-11) 


for service as set forth in the following 


CITATION: 


For exceptionally meritorious and heroic service from 
23 December 1967 to 1 June 1968 while participating 
in combat operations in Southeast Asia in support of 
United States national policy. As a unit of Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN, USS Kirry Hawk and embarked 
Attack Carrier Air Wing ELeven launched numerous 
major strikes on significant military targets in North Viet- 
nam, and succeeded in inflicting extensive damage and 
destruction to sites and installations vital to the enemy’s 
operations. Continuously overcoming formidable enemy 
defenses and hazardous weather conditions to project 
aggressive, effective naval air power against the enemy, 
Kirty Hawk and her embarked air wing accomplished 
all assigned tasks expeditiously, and contributed substan- 
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tially to the United States combat air efforts in Southeast 
Asia. The exceptional professionalism, enthusiasm, and 
unstinting devotion to duty displayed by the officers and 
men of USS Kirry Hawk and embarked Attack Carrier 
Air Wing ELEVEN were in keeping with the highest tra- 
ditions of the United States Naval Service. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


Norte: The announcement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. 


December 16 


Attorney General-designate John Mitchell met with 
the President at the White House. 


December 17 


Representative Hale Boggs of Louisiana with some 
75 municipal officials, representatives to the Inter-Amer- 
ican Municipal Congress in New Orleans, met with the 
President at the White House. 

Senator Frank Edward Moss of Utah and Thomas M. 
Goodfellow, president of the Association of American 
Railroads and Chairman of the Golden Spike Centennial 
Celebration Commission, met with President Johnson on 
plans for the year-long observance in 1969 of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the completion of the Nation’s 
first transcontinental rail system. 


December 18 


The President has accepted the resignation of Fulton 
Freeman, U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, effective on a date 
to be determined. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Clarence 
P. Lundquist, Administrator of the Wage and Hour and 
Public Contracts Divisions in the Department of Labor, 
effective January 4, 1969. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Monday, October 14, 1968, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his consid- 
eration of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the second session of the 90th Con- 
gress on October 25, 1968 (see 4 Weekly 
Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 1560). 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released December 13, 1968 


Remarks of the President at the inauguration 
of the Adolfo Lépez Mateos River Channel 
(advance text). 

The President’s toast at a luncheon with 
President Diaz Ordaz of Mexico (advance 
text). 


Released December 16, 1968 


Remarks of the President at the lighting of 
the National Community Christmas Tree 
(advance text). 
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Appointments and Nominations 


Ambassadors, U.S. 
Equatorial Guinea, Republic of_... 1551 
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News conference remarks_-__..------ 1524 
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Distinguished Service Medal winner_. 1560 
Marine Corps officers, eligibility for 
DOOMIOGIOEE 6c sinc wescidcnnouen 1656 
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Po 1463, 1484 
| a ee Eee 1627 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development ---_----- 1425, 1483, 1484 
International center site_............-. 1470 
International Coffee Agreement_____-__- 1526 
International Committee of the Red 
CED axccnisiacaapuminaetaai aie 1580 
International customs conventions___. 1525 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers 
RIE vicncccaewsncee nance 1478 
International Monetary Fund_-___ 1425, 1584 
International Telecommunications Sat- 
ellite Consortium ................. 1433 
Iran, U.S. visit of Prime Minister Amir 
Abbas Hoveyda_-_-_-- 1506, 1674, 1676, 1678 
Israel 
Bale 8 PRNNNe 46 nn. eicncccenens 1471 
U.S. visit of Foreign Minister Abba 
ee 1528 
Re ae , Sn 1560 
SRG, WI an circ ectcsmiimicanin 1623 
I Tis sicittisnecngeaiiitisiinincsctinin ata 1623 
Japan, trade with U.S........-..--... 1471 
RE anne 1601 
Johnson, Sp5c. Dwight H_-__----- 1612, 1614 
Johnson, Mrs. Lyndon B-------.-..--- 1555 
Joint Statements 
Iran, Prime Minister Hoveyda_-__-- 1678 
Kuwait, Shaikh Sabah___.------.--- 1696 
New Zealand, Prime Minister Hol- 
WOU seed tii cetnenieemeineniaagen 1475 
CU, DO i scattering 1601 
CS ee 1624 
Joseph C. O’Mahoney Federal Center_. 1629 
Judicial system legislation 1501 
Justice, Department of 
TONG CE PO iicnintinecteinincetncntiin 1434, 1447 
Office of Alien Property..-.--..----_. 1444 
Katzenbach, Nicholas deB_..--...---_- 1584 
TRG, SURE Tin dtcctintiincdiannana 1580 
Hivsinger, Dr. Memry B.....2.ncnnncna 1679 
Ss inditiidecuecnccn hese atmalel 1628 
TE, GR Wiksideticictiesinncannmnnne 1624 
ne ee 1506 
Knight, Maj. William J------------- 1660 
Rs, AN sash ciceiencticcn te ticendcirteiencdeibenebiadl 1629 
TRAE, TRONS Wa cdininaecennemeaans 1550 
Kuwait, U.S. visit of Shaikh Sabah al- 
Salim al-Sabah___-.._--_ 1692, 1694, 1696 
Labor disputes 
Maritime industry--.-.----.---. 1432, 1655 
TU ceicccicasiecksntimnenenmenapcincendensancaon 1578 
Lake Ontario Claims Tribunal_____-_- 1688 
Lanier, Maj. Glenard E............... 1628 
Lebanon, Ambassador from__-._---.---. 1601 
Lee Kuan Yew, Prime Minister_______-_ 1699 
Legal services for military__._.__- 1522, 1560 
TAOS, CO, CUI ecticccsccctnnene 1547 
LecwenG, Will By Qiasccccccccnnnn 1464, 1484 


Letters, Memorandums, Etc. 


(See also Congress, Communications 
to) 
Apollo 7 flight, message to astronauts. 1492 
Cutbacks in Federal Government em- 
ployment, memorandum from 
Budget Bureau Director__......-- 1643 
Economic trends, memorandum from 
Chairman, Council of Economic 
EEE ccinscmiamoneiaaegeat 1576 
Economy, summary report, memo- 
randum from Secretary of the 
FOROS scien tcetiticin cantata 1582 
French monetary situation, exchange 
of messages with President de 


CEE eciikttiiciminecmmannmana 1641 
Humphrey, Vice President Hubert H., 
ne ee Ee ee 1578 


Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 
memorandum delegating authority 
to Director, Budget Bureau_-___--.-- 1592 
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Letters, Memorandums, Etc.—Continued 
National Council on the Arts, report, 


letter from Chairman--_-_-.-------- 1626 
Nixon, President-elect Richard M., 
congratulatory telegram to--.----- 1578 


Overseas travel reductions by Gov- 
ernment employees, memorandum 
from Director, Bureau of the 


NG ee in ds oe naman 1579 
President’s Council on Recreation and 
Natural Beauty, report, letter from 
Vice President Humphrey-_-------- 1551 
State Department, Under Secretary 
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, resigna- 
I ciao ica eememnia mare eimimanaianes 1584 
Treasury Secretary Henry H. Fowler, 
PemigneaGion _ a... ...6-.<2n-~=--- 1581 
Vietnam, U.S. position, memorandum 
to press from White House Press 
DINE oem remanence 1496 
Wool imports, letter to Chairman, 
U.S. Tariff Commission__...-.---- 527 
PN, I i inririctoemmaniiomamnanes 1507 
ON) 1515 


Lewis, Walter B 1480, 1484, 1552 
Limits and responsibilities of American 

RIN sie iintenciodaineniomstninimcnchaeimininmedasoniannniinanas 
Limousine, presidential__......------- 
Lincoln, Franklin B., Jr_--------- 1560, 1585 
CO eee 
Liteky, Chaplain (Capt.) Angelo J. 1612, 1613 
Re CII i aii ctcscsccctatimnsnancstninanninicaaniinns 1628 
Lopp, Walter James 
I INI Bir cic cinicntsitiectieniimmnintbinande 


Macy, John W., Jr 1662 
Mannington, W. Va., mine disaster_.._. 1654 
Mansfield, Sen. Mike 1482 
Margolies, Daniel F 1442 
Maritime industry labor dispute. 1432, 1655 


CE Eee 1433 
Marston, Dr. Robert Q.--------------- 1597 
McCurdy, Robert..................... 1623 
Raoen, Gon. Cele.................... 1629 
McIntyre, Sen. Thomas J__.---------- 1624 
McKeldin, Theodore R-__-.------------ 1595 
McMillan, William M-_---------------- 1601 
McNair, Gov. Robert E__.-_.---------- 1628 
Medal of Honor 
Davis, Sgt. Sammy L., USA_--_-- 1611, 1614 
Johnson, Sp5c. Dwight H., USA. 1612, 1614 
Liteky, Chaplain (Capt.) Angelo J., 
SEE eae 1612, 1613 
Pitts, Capt. Riley L_-...--.-..-- 1689, 1691 


Taylor, Capt. James A., USA__.. 1612, 1614 
Wetzel, Sp4c. Gary G., USA_-_. 1612, 1614 
Medici, Giuseppe 1488 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders 
Chad, Republic of, President Francois 


ND iistninnmiecainmiiinaniesiae 1436, 1440 
India, Deputy Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai 


Iran, Prime Minister Amir Abbas 
Hoveyda --.---.--- 1506, 1674, 1676, 1678 
Israel, Foreign Minister Abba Eban__ 1528 
Kuwait, Shaikh Sabah al-Salim al- 
I ste cake estat ciation een sincera 1692, 1694 
Mexico, President Diaz Ordaz__--__- 1654 
New Zealand, Prime Minister Keith 


Se eee 1466, 1471, 1475 
Singapore, Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Re Re OR Ta re 699 


Yugoslavia, Deputy Prime Minister 
Kiro Gligorov 


Memorandums to Federal Agencies 
Career training for young people in 
co 1474 
Construction activity, reduction of 


seasonal variation...............- 1595 
Merchant, Livingston T_------.------- 1483 
Merchant Marine Act amendment-_-_-_-_-_ 1493 
Merker, Mordecai M-__--_-------- 1463, 1484 
I I i carcasses son inion 1585 
PEE, OED BO nn ee acnnus 1527 
Mexico, Chamizal agreement comple- 

A ee a ee 1654 
Middle East situation............--__ 1525, 
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Migrant workers, health services for... 1494 
Military Academy, U.S., Board of Visi- 


a eae ee me 1502, 1689 
Military Justice Act of 1968____-__- 1522, 1560 
BOE; PINE Mh ac ccc ccnccnnscnnna 1517 
I: TED Din iccccccidtcnanncanas 1517 
NG; TNR DE cece cncninnne 1463, 1484 
Minnesota, disaster relief_......_.---- 1642 
Mitchell, Maurice B.................. 1576 
Ps: NN a acini ante naemra rere adncnhcls 1699 
I, COU Giciscicncacisnnetsacacanten 1560 
PN WE. Wikincncccsscscaccsccc 1540 


Mortgage interest rates, commission to 
IN cccchiniciiiies aueaiehmanmaneieaninccastacdc cam apuenans 


Co a 1560, 1662 


Murphy, Het. de F...-....2. 266-55 1629 
SOY, CUES Wiidiictcciccccnnscanccn 1599 
Muskie, Sen. Edmund............... 1478, 
1539, 1548, 1574, 1585 
RS TE Wiese tints a iccinsicenecminiens 1699 
Narcotics possession and traffic, penal- 

I nc ota scala ple 1526 
Masher, Mayme D....n..cccncccccucccce 1447 
National Advisory Commission on 

SD: SE itis siicsecenniesteicrisintnapaasegines 1698 
National Advisory Commission on Li- 

Ie Ne nee re 1506 
National Aeronautics and Space Admin- 

istration 

I aiiciteccnccmmatinnngimmmmines 1568 

Tenth anniversary__-....-_---- 1435, 1445 


National Alliance of Businessmen. 1585, 1629 


National Association of Postmasters_.._. 1420 
National Bureau of Standards___-_-_--- 1470 
National Council on the Arts___. 1624, 1626 


National Day of Prayer, 1968_--------- 1479 
National Family Health Week 1443 
National Forest Products Week, 1968__. 1438 
— Heart Institute, 20th anniver- 


i eset as apse genase tal data boda 1596 
National Highway Safety Advisory Com- 

te a EOE Oe 1580 
National Housing Partnership____---_-_- 1434 
National Newspaper Boy Day_-_-___---- 1446 
National Science Foundation, Deputy 

oe eg SR Te 1507 
wetonel pace (l0b.................... 1445 
National Trails System___._......._._- 1439 
National Urban League_---_--___-___- 1617 
National Water Commission-_--_-_- 1465, 1623 
National Wilderness Preservation Sys- 

TO itera tes ender meee gleemseniaretaaiees 1431 


New York City, Presidential trips to___ 1498, 


1545, 1617 
New Zealand, U.S. visit of Prime Min- 
ister Keith J. Holyoake___. 1466, 1471, 1475 


News Conferences 
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News Conferences Other Than Presidential 
Harriman, Ambassador W. AvereN_-._ 1660 


CE, DORE Was Bei eciicscnccs mes 1662 
ey MT tania isn cernee ciccisieesasannaiins 1662 
ne EE 1662 
Newsom, Herschel D_------------ 1464, 1484 
Migerian civil War................ 1437, 1580 
Mivenbarg, 1. DAME... ncn cnncccna 1528 
ee 1478, 
1498, 1541, 1545, 1547, 1560, 1578, 


1593, 1661, 1699 
See also President-elect Richard M. 
Nixon. 
Noise, report of Federal Council for 
Science and Technology 1575 
North Cascades National Park, Wash-_. 1439 


Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty__..-- 1481 
Oil pollution abatement___....---____ 1594 
SPRURY,, COU Oainccdicecimnncens 1463, 1484 
ee, ST “Si tcnnncntnnnnacion 1483, 1484 
Sa TN Ta ics ca rec inincimerenscamae 1555 
POI: ORGS THIER. onc eccneecscminen 1446, 

1556, 1600, 1601, 1642, 1660 
RTI I icc ccc ccseerneinncions 1434, 1447 
Patman, Repr. Wright................ 1624 
ee 1446 
i ee 1539 


Pennsylvania, U.S. district judge, west- 


Oe ii tin cri eticninaasennaces 1601 
People to People Sports Committee... 1679 
Beans, ment. CBP DD... 2... concn ecscce 1538 
EL i ee ere 1629 
Pierce, Mrs. Margaret H_----.---- 1463, 1484 
TEV). Mb bccnnnencnncancanscememne 1538 
rium, Capt. Riley Is. ....-.-..-... 1689, 1691 
Pomce, Wiite BMoure..........-........ 1627 
Pollution abatement, oil spillage__---- 1594 
POEL WONG i cneine 1428 
Post Office Department 

Aaviesty Moard: tor............. 1463, 1484 

Assistant Postmaster General, Bureau 

Ch SIR IOE,. sn iciicccnccisnncnn 1601 

i 1447, 1484, 1507 
Postmasters, National Association of... 1420 
President-elect Richard M. Nixon 

Meeting with the President__._ 1593, 1699 

Telegram of congratulations_________ 1578 


Transition of Executive power, ar- 
rangements for 


560, 
1585, 1599, 1600, 1661 
Presidential limousine___...........-- 1516 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 1699 
Presidential Scholars, Commission on__ 1589 
Presidential Unit Citations 
1st Battalion (Less Company A), 8th 
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Air- 
TAREE), Wisc asinnnccdiceeseanas 
lst Brigade, 101st Airborne Division 
(Airmobile), USA, specified ele- 
ments assigned and attached to___ 1441 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing-_---_-_--- 1466 
ist Marine Division (Reinforced), 
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific___..__- 1465 
2d Battalion, 327th Infantry, 1st Brig- 


ade, 101st Airborne Division, USA__ 1503 
3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, 9th In- 
fantry Division, USA_-_--..-_--_- 1658 


5th Marine Regiment (Reinforced), 
1st Marine Division (Reinforced)__. 1500 
12th Air Commando Squadron, USAF_ 1503 
74th Tactical Wing, Vietnamese Air 
Force 


aig en ccna aplasia alae ae eases 1462 
602d Fighter Squadron, Pacific Air 
IS tpi csectican hadi ln ciate nh es tas 1621 
Battery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artil- 
oo ae 658 
Company A, Ist Battalion, 5th Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division 
IND gS ete 1505 
Beal Team One, USN... cncnnccese 1593 


President’s Award for Distinguished 

Federal Civilian Service__...._._____ 

President’s Commission for the Observ- 
ance of Human Rights Year 1968___-_ 1578, 
1666 

President’s Council on Recreation and 
Natural Beauty 


a eee 1551 
President’s granddaughter, birth of____ 1528 
President’s staff 
ce eee 1638 
PI ice hte ccciet atts cicdnaicnidneeniel 1616 
pe ee 1446 
Telephone operators..............-- 1628 


White House Police 1627 
President's travel, possibility of_. 1523, 1600 
Preston, Benjamin 


cn eiiciciesia ncaa uaa 1446 

RO WIN iké ciicnitinswmnnas 1576, 1577 

Private-public cooperation, National 
Housing Partnership___........-._-- 1435 


Proclamations 


Child Health Day, 1968 (Proc. 3876)_ 1460 
Columbus Day, 1968 (Proc. 3873)_--_ 1431 
Human Rights Week (Proc. 3882)___ 1688 
National Day of Prayer, 1968 (Proc. 


i et 1479 
National Family Health Week (Proc. 

WOUES  Hédchecmninwnsanboenecws 1443 
National Forest Products Week, 1968 

Ge OD cent cacccnsoscscuneen 1438 


Recognizing role of President Truman 
in creation of U.N. (Proc. 3879)_.. 1491 
Thanksgiving Day, 1968 (Proc. 3881). 1601 


United Nations Day, 1968 (Proc. 
GD wbeaduadacwnacaanscaneceiee 1491 
Veterans Day, 1968 (Proc. 3880) ---__- 1520 
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Protocol Relating to Status of Refugees, 

signing of U.S. accession__-_..------ 1494 
Public Advisory Committee on Trade 

DR Weicsicitnnitinganememndnnanonenee 1601 
Public lands along the Colorado River_. 1536 
PUBETE: CD ikctcccesicccncncsacuaas 1523 
Radiation Control for Health and Safety 

GE OE Te cin ihimncinnnmnanaey 1504 
Railway labor dispute, creation of 

emergency board................... 1578 
ee eee 1629 
Baniin, Mowers 6... .ncnccccccsue 1576 
Recreation areas, acquisition and pres- 

Qin ee cccmcieciacnen 1434, 1438, 1514 
Red Cross, International Committee of 

TNO iicccnncdakn dundee meee 1580 
Redwood National Park, Calif., es- 

a 1438 
Refugees, Protocol Relating to Status 

0b cccccicdcrnnnnndamannmdamnmanntels 1494 
ee 8 Lee 1477, 1484 
Renegotiation Act of 1951.-........--- 1526 


Reports to the Congress 
Cutbacks in Federal Government em- 


PIE eiititttinacnancdmmmnii 1643 
Office of Alien Property, annual re- 

a a ae 1444 
Trade Agreements Program, 1967, an- 

ES iti Sarita nnniicinatnnne 1462 
United Nations, US. participation_... 1433 
Water Resources Council__....--.--- 1610 

Reports to the President 
American environment—our natural 

BS Sxttitiiccwcncninnnsiamawan 1551 
Maritime industry labor dispute, 

Board of Inquiry-----.--.-.------ 1655 
National Advisory Commission on 

Health Facilities................. 1698 
National Advisory Commission on Li- 

EE cvintenmidimbaicmnmaannaets 1506 
National Council on the Arts___.-.-- 1626 
Noise in our environment___...---_- 1575 
President’s Commission for the Ob- 

servance of Human Rights Year 

nee ae Ee ee eee 1578 
Student community and Federal Gov- 

Foe crete TE 1553, 1554 
U.S. Military Academy, Board of Visi- 

CEE Stitcciidntnemaimeine 1502 

Resignations and Retirements 
Ambassadors, U.S., Somali Republic, 

Raymond L. Thurston___.......-- 1601 
Commission on Civil Rights, Vice 

Chairman, Eugene Patterson_-_--_-- 1446 


District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 
associate judge Frank H. Myers. 1699 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board, 
Chairman, John E. Horne__-_-_----- 1629 
International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development, U.S. Execu- 
tive Director, Livingston T. Mer- 


i a Ee ee 1483 
National Alliance of Businessmen, 
REE i i iicttiicntnnncnanine 1585 


Post Office Department, Assistant 
Postmaster General, Bureau of Op- 


erations, William M. McMillan___. 1601 
President’s staff, Special Assistant, S. 

Douglass Cater, d¥................ 1444 
State Department, Under Secretary, 

Nicholas deB. Katzenbach---___--- 1584 
Treasury Department, Secretary, 

OE Fi, Ws cikinicnaiin nmin 1581 
U.S. attorney, Idaho, Sylvan A. Jeppe- 

DD. sitccdcacmipeiaamiemeniona 1601 


U.S. district judge, Pennsylvania, 
western district, Judge Joseph P. 
pene A ne 1601 

U.S. marshal, Wyoming, John Terrill. 1629 

United States Information Agency, 


Director, Leonard H. Marks-_-__-__-- 1433 
Revenue and Expenditure Control Act 
OF Citaticecckakesatiecwensan 1583, 1643 
ee Bee ee 1623 
Rivers System, Wild and Scenic___-__-- 1439 
Robb, Lucinda Desha-_-----.----.----- 1528 
Roberts, Emory P................ 1434, 1447 


Mebineem, TTY... 22. enes ss 1679 
Robinson, Col. Warren A---_-...------ 1623 
moge, Welneeee BW... nase 1624 
ee 1548 
ee 1671 
WOWISS, JOMNEE Da. ncn canncccencwances 1640 
Sabah al-Salim al-Sabah, Amir of 
ME aiicdcneeeracaadien 1692, 1694, 1696 
Safety 
CE TG na dincscnnniininendadaame 1654 
TUE  iiiccndciccccmncncansennn 1580 
St. Louis University, sesquicentennial_. 1518 
eee 1495 
Schirra, Capt. Walter M., Jr_--------- 1492, 
1518, 1569, 1691 
Science mission to Australia__...-.--- 1442 
Geekery, Gam TQ... cccscs 1656 
GOS GU iiitiicwnimncnadinnas 1516, 1639 
Ty BN sci iciritieci ccna ii creamer 1432, 1656 
Ee 1442 
GREG, WEe Tai ccccncncccessanenn 1506 
ee 1551 


Singapore, Prime Minister Lee Kuan 


We eGteciadcnudanenmineenaenmni 1699 
Smith, Alfred E., Memorial Foundation 
GD encictimncsnntccinmismmemeianin 
Smithsonian Institution, establishment 
of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial_... 1526 
Solid waste disposal_................. 1495 
Somali Republic, U.S. Ambassador to.. 1601 
Space program 
[ee 1492, 1518, 1520, 1568 
Dinner honoring members_-_-_-_------ 1689 
NASA, 10th anniversary... .-- 1435, 1445 
Sparkman, Sen. John J_-_------------ 1624 
SE, Ge inditiciienincscccnusnnnes 1541 
Staggers, Repr. Harley O...-_........--. 1540 
State, Department of 
Ambassadors, appointments, etc... 1477, 
1484, 1550, 1551, 1601 
Deputy for pacification, Vietnam-_-_-_-_- 1551 
i, 1584 
Statements by the President 
Bartlett, Sen. E. L., death of__..---- 1697 
Chief Justice, withdrawal of nomina- 
tion of Justice Fortas._........... 1438 
RE  CIceiikce cteinninaninmenn 1526 
Flaming Gorge National Recreation 
SEED  iictoceacnittiaziiiantianinianeiaiimainaans 1434 
Food and Agriculture Act extension. 1492 
Food Stamp Act Amendments of 1968. 1464 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1968_-.---.- 1470 
Foreign Service personnel systems of 
the USIA administration__.__._-- 1580 
Great Swamp Wilderness Area, N.J__. 1431 
CH GOS Sikicniencictnccnatmamen 1 
International center site in District 
TE GI ea icricieicrrests esnicctnisncsicceptiontbicetn 1470 


International customs conventions... 1525 
Medal of Honor, posthumously pre- 
sented to Capt. Riley L. Pitts, USA. 1691 
Merchant Marine Act amendment_.. 1493 
Mine disaster at Mannington, W. Va_. 1654 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 


i et peo 1435 
Nigerian civil war, aid to victims__._ 1580 
Noise in our environment_--_____--_-- 1575 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty__--_- 1481 
ASO ON ccdicesleseien sersansicecrcinintn nits dint 1594 
CD I, CDi ccsctmntnines 1555 
ee SNE II iineiccinsicintiocmanecinn 1642 


Renegotiation Act of 1951, extension. 1526 
St. Louis University sesquicentennial_ 1518 


Science mission to Australia________ 1442 
Truman, President Harry S., tribute 
a a 1490 
Veterans Day, 1968_.....-...-.-.... 1592 
Woodrow Wilson Memorial__...____- 1526 
BE ee 1527 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


US. position on Vietnam, White 
House Press Secretary............ 1497 
SOUR, TRE Tis cinccccaninimamenmnmanns 1624 
I Ee 1483 
Stockpiles of strategic materials_______ 1555 
Sullivan, Repr. Leonor K_-_-_.-.------ 1624 
Supplemental appropriations -..._ 1443, 1474 
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Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1969. 1517 
Supreme Court, withdrawal of nomina- 
tion of Justice Fortas__....---- 1438, 1475 


Swearing-In Ceremonies 


United Nations, U.S. Representative... 1444 
Tariff Commission, U.S. 





ee ee 1464, 1484 
Wool content of imported fabrics, 
SI icict scenes aenraioinamesinmaen 1527 
Tariffs and trade 
International customs conventions... 1525 
OE scassitaiannie - 1470 
Renegotiation Act of 1951, extension. 1526 
Trade Agreements Program, 1967... 1462 
ee Sr eee 1527 
Taylor, Capt. James A_---------- 1612, 1614 
"Tee, TH Cie Mri et tincceenes 1624 
Tempelsman, Maurice_-......-.------- 1580 
ls Ct ites tincntinddccnadammnd 1629 
Thanksgiving Day, 1968_._-._---_-_--- 1601 
Thomas More College_-......---- 1422, 1629 
pe Se 1601 


Tombalbaye, President Francois__ 1436, 1440 
Trade. See Tariffs and trade. 
Trade Agreements Program, 1967, an- 


WONGD Sittin erences mina 1462 
Trade Negotiations, Deputy Special 

Representative for_....-------- 1477, 1484 
Trails System, National..........---_- 1439 
‘RO, TO Wea ceinincniatcndcnmens 1465 
Treasury, Department of the, Secre- 

ee 1519, 1581, 1582 


Treaties and other international agree- 
ments, astronaut assistance and re- 


WH, CR a isinicseicceinninnn 1658 
Trowbridge, Alexander B__------------ 1601 
Truman, President Harry S_-----. 1490, 1491 
Turkey, Thanksgiving gift__._..._______ 1584 
Turkey, U.S. Ambassador to__________- 1550 
TPCGNE, COR ttcnecsnncenan 1560 


United Nations 
Proclamation recognizing role of Pres- 
ident Truman in creation of. 1490, 1491 
23d General Assembly, U.S. Repre- 


GOING oc ticaceetesdenanaenn 1447 
USS. participation, report.........-.-. 1433 
ne 1444 

United Nations Day, 1968..........._.. 1491 
United States courts 
District of Columbia Court of 

RGU a ktniceindastenanmmnnan 1699 
US. attemtey, MIARGK......02222cccs 1601 
U.S. Court of Military Appeals___-_-- 1577 
US. district judges 

CREE  ctntincdmidaanadnemaden 1447 

EE cnainndncnmhdaiecnremainiaemeel 1484 

OIINO ccccctinctimndimummnt 1601 
U.S. marshal, Wyoming---_--__-__-- 1629 

United States Information Agency 
BONO © .cctdccccnmnmneesbaennael 
Foreign Service information officer 

Cai nntntcicitniceieinnaiaes 1580, 1581 

U.S. Military Academy, Board of 
WRNEE  snianadaasemnmaieusanan 1502, 1689 

U.S. savings bond program-_-__--._.--_- 1495 

U.S. Veterans Advisory Commission___. 1622 

Upper Colorado River Commission-_-_-- 1575 

Uruguay, Ambassador from-_-_-- --._-- 1629 

BS ee Re Fe NO 1446 

Veterans benefits, educational benefits 
CIID sickened 520 

Veterans Day, 1968._......- .-_- 1520, 1592 

Veterans organizations_-_......-.-.--- 1622 


Vetoes and Memorandums of Disapproval 


Bonduki, Joseph H., relief of_______-_-_ 1536 
Federal Maritime Administration, 
creation of independent, pocket 
WHE: ociennicnndindnnsaadenenaion 1560 
Miller, Robert L. and Mildred M., bill 
8 a ee eee 1517 
Public lands along the Colorado 
SE ee seciecittinsin cnt ouiancicaraan 1536 


Vice President’s letter submitting re- 
port of President’s Council on Recrea- 


tion aud Natural Beauty___....-_-_- 1551 
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